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The Word of the Lord from Matthew 22 and Psalm 110: “The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my 
right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.” This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen  

 
I. Showdown on a Tuesday 

Tuesday is “Test the Messiah Day” during Holy Week, as Jesus‟ enemies gather and conspire to 

get rid of Him. They‟re still angry from Sunday, when the crowds welcomed Jesus with palm branches 
and hosannas as He rode into Jerusalem: the people even declared Him to be the Messiah as they 

shouted from the psalms, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” So Jesus‟ enemies are 
trying to test Him, trying to trip Him up. The Herodians give it a shot with a question about taxes, and 

the Sadducees try to vex Him with a question about marriage and the resurrection of the dead. Both 

groups fail miserably, so the Pharisees gather together like rulers plotting to overthrow God. Once they‟ve 
strategized, they send one of their own to test Jesus with a question. He asks, “Teacher, which is the 

great commandment in the Law?”  
 

Their strategy is a little vague here. There‟s little doubt that the Pharisees are trying to trap 
Jesus, although scholars and commentators seem divided on what the plan is. Here‟s what we can be 

sure of: the Pharisees are experts in the Law. Jesus disagrees with the Pharisees. Therefore, whatever 

Jesus‟ answer is going to be, it will probably disagree with the Pharisees—and that‟s when the Pharisees 
will pounce and discredit Him for rejecting the Law.  

 
But what Jesus says is hardly controversial—His answer agrees with many established rabbis of 

His time. He says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” There‟s little to 

disagree with here. “You shall love the Lord your God” is out of Deuteronomy 6 and part of one of the 
most important passages to the Pharisees in the Old Testament. “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself” is a quote straight out of Leviticus 19 and our Old Testament lesson. “Love God,” then “love 

your neighbor.” “Love God” sums up the first three of the Ten Commandments, and “Love your neighbor” 
sums up the last seven. This is a two-sentence summary of all of God‟s Law in the Old Testament, found 

throughout the Law and the Prophets.  
 

So, the question is asked and Jesus answers. Nothing to see here, folks. It looks like Jesus and 
the Pharisees actually agree about something: you should love God and your neighbor. 

 

But Jesus poses a question of His own to the Pharisees: and remember, they‟re trying 
desperately to prove that He‟s not the Messiah. So Jesus asks them about the Messiah as foretold in 

Psalm 110. He says, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They respond, “The son of 
David.” Jesus then asks, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, „The Lord said to 

my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet‟? If David calls him Lord, how is 

he his son?” 
 

This is sort of a puzzling text for the Pharisees, even before Jesus brings it to their attention: in 
their world where the father is in charge, a son would never be called the lord of his father. A father 

would never call his son king—because if the father was alive, then he would be the king until he died. 



But here‟s David calling his son, his descendant, “Lord.” It‟s not like David misspoke, either: Jesus points 

out that David has written this psalm by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  
 

So how could David call a son “Lord”? The answer is simple: David‟s son is greater than David. 
How could this be? It could only be if the Christ, the Son of David, is none other than God in human 

flesh. And don‟t forget: the crowds believe that Jesus is the Christ. And if He is the Christ, then He is in 

fact the Son of God in human flesh. 
 

This puts the Pharisees in a terrible position. They agree that all of God‟s Law is summed up by 
“Love God” and “Love your neighbor.” The problem is that they don‟t love Jesus, who is both their God 

and their neighbor. Because of that, they‟re seriously guilty of breaking the two greatest commandments. 
 

Remember: this is the Tuesday after Palm Sunday—the cross is only 72 hours away. Let‟s start 

with loving your neighbor, since as the second greatest commandment it should be the easier of the two. 
As our Old Testament lesson commands you to love your neighbor as yourself, it includes some ways to 

do so. “You shall do no injustice in court,” it says, along with “in righteousness shall you judge your 
neighbor.” Less than three days from now, the unjust trial of Jesus will take place in the wee hours of the 

night. “You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the 

life of your neighbor,” it says; very soon, these men will be coaxing false witnesses to slander Jesus so as 
to take His life. “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” And here are the Pharisees, all vengeance and grudges, doing 
whatever they can to put a son of their own people to death. 

 
He‟s not just a son of their own people. He‟s also the Son of David—the Son of God. And if it‟s 

wrong to act unjustly, to slander and lie and bear grudges against your neighbor, how much worse is it 

to act unjustly, slander and lie and bear grudges against the Messiah—David‟s Lord? The Pharisees 
started this conversation to trap Jesus; instead, whether or not anyone else has caught on, Jesus has 

made it clear that the Pharisees do not love God with all their heart, soul and mind, nor their neighbor as 
they ought. 

 

But there‟s more—there‟s a consequence to this lack of love. Jesus has brought Psalm 110 to 
their attention. Those who do not love God are, by definition, enemies of the Christ and enemies of God; 

and right there, in the first verse of Psalm 110, God promises to put the Messiah‟s enemies under His 
feet. To be underfoot is a clear statement of defeat: even today, you are wise not to cross your legs and 

show the sole of your shoe to a host in the Middle East; and if you want to insult someone, throwing your 

shoe at them is a huge offense. The enemies of God are going to be utterly defeated, promises the 
psalm. The Pharisees know the text well, and they also know this: to oppose the Messiah is to invite 

God‟s judgment.  
 

They‟re going to do it anyway. They‟ll be paying out their thirty pieces of silver soon. It is clear to 
you and me that Jesus is the Messiah, but that is only because we see it by faith. They do not. And even 

though they have all the first-hand evidence and fulfillment of prophecy that they need to know that 

Jesus is the Messiah, they simply cannot believe in Him apart from the faith God gives.  
 

The end of our text marks a sea change. The enemies of Jesus cease interacting with Him: 
they‟re not going to try to prove Him wrong because they can‟t. Instead, they‟re going to plot to kill Him. 

Sooner or later, this is where unbelief leads: even though they can‟t prove that He‟s anything but the 

Christ, they‟re going to get rid of Him anyway. 
 

II. Right Hands and Enemies 
“The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.” 

There‟s a lot of Law and Gospel in that single verse. 
 



The key word for the Law is “enemies.” According to Scripture, those who are not the people of 

God are the enemies of God. There is no middle ground. 
 

Now, “enemies of God” often strikes us as a harsh description. We can see applying that to 
terrorists who are blowing up churches or militant atheists who go out of their way to offend, but it 

sounds like a crazy indictment of the nice guy who lives next door or works in the next cubicle over. 

“Lost”? Sure. “Misguided?” Yes, maybe even “searching for something.” But “enemy”? That sounds way 
over the top. 

 
Yet this is how Scripture describes unbelievers, as in Romans 5:10, “For if while we were enemies 

we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life.” Part of the reason that this sounds harsh is because we only think of the time of strife 

and fighting, when the hostility is at the surface. You might be well aware of the first Christmas Day on 

the front lines of World War I, when British and German soldiers emerged from their respective trenches 
and celebrated the Lord‟s birth together. They were enemies in battle: but on that day where there was 

no battle, they got along just fine. A short time later, they were back to killing each other. You can get 
along very well, and have wonderful conversations with an enemy until you get to the topic that pits you 

against each other: then, all of a sudden, it‟s revealed to all that you oppose one another. See, enemies 

often look like they can get along with each other until it‟s time for battle.  
 

The Lord is not at battle with the world. This is a time of grace and mercy, where He invites all 
people to believe in Christ by His Word. Because the Lord is not at battle, many in the world consider 

themselves to be His friends, even though they do not respect His Law or believe in Christ. For now, all 
seems peaceful even though they reject His grace, even though they follow and worship false gods. But 

the showdown is coming, when the Lord will separate people as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats. On that day, many will be shocked to find that they are no friends of God, and they will not 
want to be near Him in His holiness. 

 
This is a difficult truth for us to embrace, but we must because it is truth. There are no neutral 

parties when it comes to salvation, only children of God and enemies of God. Even as we speak this 

truth, we gratefully acknowledge that God does not want it this way, but would do whatever it takes to 
make us His people. Furthermore, acknowledging this difficult truth glorifies Christ. It magnifies the 

miracle of salvation even more: it is not that Jesus died for spiritually neutral parties, for the “not-so-bad” 
people—He laid down His life for His enemies, so that they might be His friends, His beloved children. It 

clarifies further that Jesus died for all, not just for those who were less hostile than others. 

 
It is important to acknowledge, as Romans 5 points out, that you were once an enemy of God, 

too, for you are only His beloved child by His grace. I was a baptized Christian at the age of 25 days; 
according to Scripture, before that I would be classified as an enemy—even though I hadn‟t discovered 

my toes yet. To acknowledge this allows you to give all glory to Jesus, because there‟s no glory in being 
an enemy of God. Furthermore, it moves you to examine yourself, because every sin that you commit is 

an act of hostility toward your Savior. Every sin you commit is testimony that you do not love God with all 

your heart, soul and strength, nor your neighbor as yourself. Beware: your old sinful flesh still clings, and 
it is an enemy of God that wants to rejoin forces with you, to rob you of the life that Christ has died to 

win. 
 

The key words for the Gospel in Psalm 110:1 are “right hand.” As the Messiah, Jesus sits at the 

right hand of God. This is full of all sorts of Good News for you. 
 

For one thing, Jesus would not be sitting at His Father‟s right hand if His Father did not approve 
of His life, death and resurrection. But God raised His Son from the dead, declaring His approval of Jesus‟ 

work of destroying the power of sin, death and devil. Father, Son and Holy Spirit are united in their desire 



for your salvation. When Christ declares you forgiven, the Father delights to agree. The fact that Jesus 

sits at God‟s right hand is further confirmation that your salvation is sure. 
 

There‟s more: in ancient courts, the one who sat to the judge‟s right was the advocate for the 
accused—the defense attorney, if you will. Sitting at the right hand of God makes Jesus your advocate, 

not your accuser. Were Jesus your accuser—your prosecutor, then He would sit in His Father‟s presence 

and give a detailed list of all the sins you had committed, all the ways that you were guilty, all the 
reasons why you couldn‟t be in heaven but deserved hell. Since He‟d be speaking the truth, you would 

have no defense, only judgment waiting. But Jesus is your advocate! Before His Father, He defends and 
intercedes. He declares to His Father that you are sinless and holy, because He has already borne your 

sin and guilt and suffered God‟s punishment for it. And the Father needs no persuading—remember, that 
Jesus is seated at His right hand means they are of one mind about you. The Father delights to call you 

innocent and forgiven because of what His Son has done. 

 
Third, the king‟s right hand man is His closest advisor, the one who gets things done. Risen from 

the dead, Jesus Christ does not sit down to take a break. Even as He sits at His Father‟s right hand to 
intercede for you, He also continues to grant you forgiveness and strengthen your faith. The One seated 

at God‟s right hand is also present in His Word, His font and His Supper to continue to save, to make 

strangers and enemies into His holy people. He is not sitting in the palace, hoping that you make it. He 
continues to be present with you in His means of grace, to keep you as His beloved child and deliver you 

to heaven. 
 

It is easy to be an enemy of God—it is natural to be hostile to Him and to remain sinful and lost. 
But thanks be to Jesus that, in perfect love to His Father and to you, He has gone to the cross and paid 

the price to redeem you from sin and make you His own child, so that you are forgiven for all of your 

sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

 

 


